THE MAN I KNEW

that the man-power in France was still under strength and
he would require every available division to carry through
his plans to a successful conclusion.

Just before leaving London Douglas called at the Horse
Guards to see General Sir John French, who greeted him
warmly, and Douglas invited him to visit him in France*
Douglas returned to France on the 27th of June. He found
that things had gone quite satisfactorily in his absence, and
when he visited the corps commanders he found them
all thoroughly satisfied with their positions and sure of
further success.

On July 3rd Douglas went to Cassel, where the King and
Queen had arrived to stay for a day or two, and was
pleasantly surprised when the King presented him with the
insignia of a Knight of the Thistle. In handing the Order to
Douglas, His Majesty pointed out that this was the finest
decoration that was within his power to bestow. Douglas
wrote and told me that it was by far and away the most
cherished of all his decorations and that he would rather have
it than any other. He also told me that the Duke of Buccleuch
had declined to accept it so long as "the greatest living
Scotsman was without the Order". The Duke of Buccleuch
was always a great admirer of Douglas, and during my
husband's life he tried very hard to get matters better ad-
justed in respect of the condition in which Bemersyde was
handed over to Douglas. I was very grateful to the Duke
after Douglas's death for all the help he gave me during a
very difficult period, and I know that this help was just
another illustration of his affection and regard for Douglas.

During Their Majesties' stay at Cassel die Queen and her
party lunched at Douglas's headquarters. He told me that
the Queen was very interested in all she saw and appeared
to enjoy her visit. Apart from Their Majesties' visit Douglas
was very busy with other visitors. General Pershing came
to stay with him for two days and the French Minister of
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